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Written submission from Randal Wilson 

I am Chairman of West Ross DMG and a member of the Fannich Hills SAC Steering 
Group. I am also on the ADMG Executive Committee and currently vice chair.  

I write with concern as to the recent 2015 Site Condition Monitoring Results for the 
Fannich Hills SAC which show an apparent increase of impacts between 2008 and 
2015, and the way they have been delivered to the Steering Group.  

We have reduced our deer population by 21% in the five years of the agreement 
from 13.8 deer per sq km to 10.9 sq km.  

In our recent individual meetings with Graeme Taylor we have all been asked to 
shoot more deer based on the 2015 SCM results.  

I have only seen the Report TODAY for the first time and clearly there is much to 
digest before we agree to any more culling. We are due our group meeting in 
January 2017 to discuss the Report. 

This Report was concluded last year and we have been aware of its conclusion for 
some time, but none of the steering group have had sight of it until today. I was 
suspicious as to why we had not had sight of it until now, but am informed by an 
official at SNH that the presentation style of the report had not been satisfactory and 
therefore it had taken time for SNH to get the revisions required.  The official added 
that his was not expected to effect the standard of delivery of the survey and that 
further work was required on mapping of the impacts to make them clearer to 
interpret. We would like to know what revisions were required. 

This asks many questions, as yet unanswered and the habitat plots themselves were 
visited in a very late spring of 2015. Vegetation varies year on year dependent on the 
type of season it has been, and these habitats need time to react to lower deer 
densities. It is not a quick fix. 

We look forward to working with SNH, but trust is being compromised by the cloak 
and dagger manner in which the information is presented to the group. If SNH expect 
co operation, then we need a much more inclusive and transparent dialogue going 
forward and joint ownership of any SCM going forward that we can trust. 


